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GENERAL FEDERATION  
OF WOMENõS CLUB 

GFWC Central District Clubs Join Together 

To Support Veteranôs Appreciation Day 

ñWarm Meal &Clothingò for the Homeless Vets 
 
On November 9

th
, GFWC Paradise Valley Juniors with the 

assistance of members from GFWC Paradise Valley WC and 
GFWC Roosevelt Neighborhood WC served over 100 
homeless veterans a hot lunch.  Besides receiving a lunch of 
fried chicken, potato salad and brownies, the attendees 
received a backpack, shirt, pants, and new underwear.   
 
This event would not be possible without financial donations 
from GFWC Paradise Valley Juniors, GFWC Womanôs Club of 
Phoenix, GFWC Las Noches WC, GFWC Paradise Valley WC 
and GFWC Tempe WC.   
 
GFWC-AZ Central District Clubs supported the project with a  
Fall Conference Done-in-a-Day project of donating new and 
gently used clothing.  Members from both of the Paradise 
Valley Clubs, Las Noches and Roosevelt WC participated in 
the sorting event. 
 
The event received news coverage in the Saturday, November 
12

th
, Northeast Valley section of the Arizona Republic. 

 
Thank you to all the clubs and club members for your 
generous contribution of time and financial support!!! 

 

Happy Holidays! 

Happy New Year! 
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Southern District  
GFWC Benson Junior WC  ï Kiffany Stollings 
GFWC Benson WC ï Corinne Valnes 
GFWC Bisbee WC ï Deborah Strait 
GFWC Dragoon WC ï Darcia Bernard 
GFWC ESO Fifth Wheels ï Sharon Brunk 
GFWC Huachuca Junior WC ï Joy Mims 

GFWC Mt. Lemmon WC ï Ginny Durham 
GFWC Nogales WC ï Judy Becker 
GFWC Patagonia WC ï Dottie Petersen 
GFWC Sierra Vista WC ï Leah Davis 
GFWC Southern District Chili Peppers  -  
             Marilyn Smith/Midge Trupp 
GFWC Tucson WC ï LuAnn Koepke Williams 
 

Southwestern District  
GFWC London Bridge WC ï Shirlee A Lower 
GFWC Parker Womanôs Civic Club ï Patty Carr 
GFWC Quartzsite WC ï Mary Ann Peck 
GFWC VI-SA-WEN WC ï Barbara Vaughn 
 

State-Wide Club 
GFWC Desert Glen WC ï Pat Kennedy 
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CONTENTS GFWC Arizona 

Clubwoman  

The General Federation of Womenôs Club is an international 
womenôs organization dedicated to community improvement by 
enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service. 

 
2010-2012 GFWC ARIZONA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

STATE PRESIDENT ï Patricia Kennedy 

PRESIDENT ELECT ï Dawn Meracle 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT ï Penny Peterson 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT ï Celene Post 

RECORDING SECRETARY ï Bernadine McCollum 

TREASURER ï Joan Van Dusen 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY ï Nancy Holihan 

PARLIAMENTARIAN ï Tary Del 

JUNIOR REPRESENTATIVE ï Leslie Brown 

CENTRAL DISTRICT PRESIDENT ï Vicki Packman 

NORTHERN DISTRICT PRESIDENT ï Jeni OôCallaghan 

SOUTHEASTERN DISTRICT PRESIDENT ï Pam Sesate 

SOUTHERN DISTICT PRESIDENT ï Doris Berry 

SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT PRESIDENT ï Jane Keaton 

 

 
Central District  

GFWC Buckeye WC ï Pat Rovey 
GFWC Desert Jade WC ï Barbara Yim 
GFWC Florence WC ï Virginia Valdespino 
GFWC Glendale Junior WC ï Angela Westcott 
GFWC Glendale WC ï Lorraine Porta 
GFWC Kachina WC- Lisa Hall 
GFWC Las Noches WC ï Valerie Deedler 
GFWC Morristown WC ï Lucy Thompson 
GFWC North Valley WC ï Beverly McCarty 
GFWC Paradise Valley Junior WC ï Terry Odhner 
GFWC Paradise Valley WC  
GFWC Peoria-West Valley ï Shirley Lawrenson 
GFWC Roosevelt Neighborhood WC ï Diane Brown 
GFWC Tempe Junior WC ï Cathy Dirickson 
GFWC Tempe WC ï Margaret Estes 
GFWC Washington WC ï Peggy Weaver 
GFWC WC of Phoenix- Mary Barham 
 

Northern District  
GFWC The Monday Club of Prescott ï Bonnie Palmer 
GFWC Winslow WC ï Bert Cole/Patricia Murphy 
 

Southeastern District  
GFWC Duncan WC ï Sandi Dixon 
GFWC White Mountain WC ï Diana Born 
GFWC WC of Safford ï Debbie Burnett 
 

2010-2012 GFWC ARIZONA CLUBS/PRESIDENTS 

 

GFWC ARIZONA CLUBWOMAN NEWSLETTER 
EDITOR ï Penny Peterson 

 

GFWC Arizona Clubwoman Newsletter is published 4 times a year: 

 JulyïAugust, SeptemberïNovember, DecemberïFebruary, and March-June. 

This newsletter is distributed to members of the GFWC Arizona Board of  

Directors via E-mail.  Members of GFWC Arizona may request to be added to  

the distribution list by submitting an e-mail address to Editor Penny Peterson. 

 

An edited version of the GFWC Arizona Clubwoman Newsletter  

Is available on the GFWC Arizona web site:  http://www.gfwcarizona.org. 

 

GFWC Arizona Executive Board Members, GFWC Arizona Club Presidents/Officers 

and GFWC Arizona Standing and Special Committee Chairmen and Members 

contributed to the content of this newsletter.   

Future articles may be submitted two weeks prior to the issue date. 

 

 

 

 

 

GFWC Arizona 

Web site:  www.GFWCArizona.org 

E-mail Contact:  gfwc-az@cox.net 
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From the GFWC Arizona State President 
 
 

ñVolunteers With Visionò 
 

GFWC Arizona has had a busy fall.  All five of our districts had wonderful Fall Conferences that 

included ñDone-In-A-Day projects, fund raising activities, Reporting information - and more - at their 

meetings.  District Presidents, please remember to fill out your District Meeting form and send to 

Penny Peterson so she can include it with the club reports she sends to the State Chairmen.    

 

 Our clubs have been busy and quite successful with their membership drives and have lots of new 

prospective members!  Please keep up the good work you started this fall with ñRakingò in new 

members and continue to use the new year-round membership drive themes. 

 

Our ñArizona Angel,ò Debbie Grieder has continued to work with the IRS and they finally approved our 

application to have any GFWC-AZ club that wishes to do so, to register as a 501c4 non-profit under 

our ñumbrella.ò  Debbie has all the information that clubs need in order to register.  Thank you,  

Debbie for all the work that you have done for us! 

 

Arizona had 19 attendees at the GFWC South Central Region Meeting in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 

in October.   The meeting itself was very informative and we had the privilege of visiting the Memorial 

where the Alfred P. Murrah Building once stood.  GFWC International President, Carlene Garner, 

honored all six (6) of the Jennie June nominees from South Central Region at dinner on Saturday 

night.  After dinner ï and under a tornado threat ï we attended a pajama party.   We had been asked 

to wear our PJôs and to bring a new pair for donation to a womanôs shelter.   

 

This fall has been a sad one for the Paradise Valley Womanôs Club as well as GFWC-Arizona.  

PVWCôs President Jo Cutaia passed away in November, as did our Past State President Katie 

Wagher.  Earlier this year, the Womanôs Club of Phoenix President, Nancy Perry also passed away.  

All three of these wonderful GFWC ladies will be greatly missed by all of us. 

   

I hope that everyone has been working on a ñCentennialò project ï learning new facts about Arizona, 

our counties, cities & towns and of course the history of their own clubs.  There will be a surprise at 

convention for those clubs that send me a recap of their project ï so remember to mark your 

calendars NOW - GFWC-AZ Spring Convention, April 28-29, 2012, at the Tucson Hilton, East, 7600 

East Broadway.  In addition, on April 27th, there will be a workshop to finalize arrangements for Mary 

Ellen Laisterôs installation in June as GFWC International President - as well as an ñearly arrivalsò 

dinner.   See you there! 

 

ñMay the spirit of giving go on through the year, bringing love, laughter, hope and good cheer.ò   

 

Happy Holidays to all, In Federation Friendship, 

 

Pat Kennedy,  
GFWC Arizona President 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 
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Information  

GFWC & GFWC-AZ Dues  
 
Club Treasurers:   

Please be sure to include your name, 
address, phone number and e-mail address 
along with a membership list (name, 
address, e-mail address) when sending in 
your GFWC/GFWC-AZ Membership dues.  
Thank you. 

 

$20 per capita 

GFWC ($15) and GFWC-AZ ($5) Dues 
Due on or before December 1, 2011 and 

Delinquent on January 15, 2012. 
 
Send to:  

Joan Van Dusen, GFWC-AZ Treasurer 
 

               

 

GFWC Reports are  

Due February 1, 2012  
          

       Send a copy to:  
 
 1)  Penny Peterson 
 GFWC-AZ 1st Vice President 
  
 
  2) GFWC 
  1734 N Street NW 
  Washington, DC  20036-2990 
 
 3)  GFWC-AZ District Director of Program 
 
 
       Reminder: 

Only a single copy of the GFWC Statistical 
Reporting form is needed. 
 
Save a copy for your club records. 

               

GFWC Reports consists of: 

1) GFWC Reporting Form ς Two-sided Statistical Report. This form is required. It is available on line at 
www.GFWC.org and www.GFWCArizona.org websites. 
 

The following narrative reports are optional but recommended to assist in awarding recognition and to know 
the specifics about individual club projects and programs. 
 

2) Collaborations Reports for any or all of the six GFWC Community Service Programs 

3) Partnership Reports for any or all of the six GFWC Community Service Programs 

4) Advancement Reports for any or all of the six GFWC Advancement  areas:  Communication and 
LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΣ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΣ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tǳōƭƛŎ tƻƭƛŎȅΣ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
Resource Center. 

5) GFWC Special Projects Reports for the GFWC Signature Project: Domestic Violence Awareness and 
tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DC²/ WǳƴƛƻǊǎΩ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ  !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

Do you have a Reporting Question?   
 

Contact us at gfwc-az@cox.net 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 
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GFWC Arizona Juniors 

A Message from the GFWC-AZ Junior Representative 

Do you know what February 1st is? 
 

You are right!  Itôs the deadline to submit your nominations for 
the 2012 ï 2014 GFWC-AZ JM Board.  There are 3 elected 
positions: Director of Junior Clubs, Secretary and Treasurer.  I 
have had a few inquiries about serving, but need a written 
endorsement from your club.  Send your endorsement to me 
now and check it off your ñTo Doò list! 
 
May peace, happiness, and the spirit of the season fill your 
home this Holiday Season and throughout the New Year. 
 
Sincerely, 
Leslie Brown 
GFWC-AZ Junior Representative  
 

GFWC 
Arizona 
Juniors 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

 

In Memoriam of Kathryn (Katie) E. Wagher 
September 18, 1926 - November 17, 2011 
 
Katie was a longtime member of the General Federation of Womanôs Club and 
was the 40th President of the Arizona Federation of Womenôs Clubs, 1980-
1982.  Her theme was ñFederation Builds Friends through Unity and Diversity.  
During this administration, there were 123 clubs with a membership of 3979 
members.  Katie served as GFWC Beautification Chairman, 1982-1984 and 
GFWC South Central Region President, 1998-2000.  Katie is a past president 
of the GFWC Starlight Womanôs Club.  Katie was instrumental in the formation 

of the GFWC Desert Jade Junior Womanôs Club. 

 

The GFWC Arizona website is currently a work in 
progress.  Members will be notified when the site is up 
and running. 
 

Thank you, Penny Peterson, GFWC-AZ Webmaster 
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Board of Directorsô  
Meeting 

 
News From  

Central District 
 

Vicki Packman 

District President 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GFWC-AZ Central District Fall Conference 

October 29 at Stone Creek Golf Club 

Making a Difference in the Lives of Others: A Salute to our Homeless Veterans. 

 

Melissa Meierdierks, LCSW. Grant Per Diem Liaison, Carl T Hayden VA Medical Center and Terrance G, Homeless 

Veteran spoke to the delegates about the services offered to home veterans.  President Pat Kennedy also spoke to the 

delegates on the value of a being a GFWC member.  The Done-in-a-Day Project was collecting shirts, pants, underwear, 

and socks along with back packs and personal grooming items for the GFWC Paradise Valley Juniorós Veteranós 

Appreciation Day which included lunch and a clothing distribution at the Madison Street Veteranôs Association on  

November 9, 2011.  Members of Central District $200 to the Homeless Veteranôs Services @ the Carl T Hayden VA 

Medical Center   

 

Central District recognized over 101 of the district members with over 25 years of Federation Membership.  (80 members 
in 25-49 year range, 21 members with 50 plus years).  All 101 members were given a Certificate of Recognition.  
Members with 50+ years are: 
  

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

District Dues are $2 per member- Due December 1 and delinquent February 15 
Send to:  Debbie Grieder, Treasurer, Central District 
                 

 

District Reports are Due February 1  
Send to:  Allison Ferber                
 GFWC-AZ Central District VP 

 

 

GFWC Buckeye WC 

¶ Martha Jane Youngler - 65 years 

¶ Doris  Francis - 50+ years 
 

GFWC Desert Jade WC 

¶ Margie Gin - 50 years 

¶ Sue Fong - 50 years 

¶ June Ong -  50+ years 

¶ Louise Ong - 52 years 

¶ Ling Kennedy - 50 years 

¶ Mary Tang - 50 years 
 

GFWC Florence WC 

¶ Virginia Valdespino - 50+ years 

¶  
GFWC Glendale WC 

¶ Patsy Hugh - 56 years 

¶ Becky Maines - 50 years 
 

 
GFWC Las Noches WC 

¶ Mary Ellen Laister - 50+ years 

GFWC Paradise Valley WC 

¶ Jean Burton - 60 years 
 

GFWC Peoria-West Valley WC 

¶ Priscilla Cook - 69 years 

¶ Jackie Holmes - 66 years 

¶ Velma Kosier - 60 years 

¶ Joan Couch - 52 years 
 

GFWC Roosevelt Neighborhood WC 

¶ Opal Maine - 50+ years 
 

GFWC Womanôs Club of Phoenix  

¶ Cleo Quick  - 50 years 
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GFWC Florence Womanôs Club 

Annual Luncheon:  ñFashions Through the Yearsò 
 
The GFWC Florence Woman's Club will be holding its Annual Luncheon and Fashion ñFashions Through the Years" on 

Saturday, January 21, 2012.  Tickets are $12, include the luncheon, and fashion show. Doors open at 11:30am with 

luncheon served at noon. The historic Florence Clubhouse is located at 231 N. Willow Street, Florence. More information 

can be obtained by calling 480-419-0999 or 520-840-0395, email at fwcreserve@gmail.com. 

  Ginny Valdespino, President, GFWC Florence W.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GFWC Peoria-West Valley Womanôs Club 

Fundraisers:  Past and Present 
 

As a part of the Arizona Centennial, and as our Club approaches itsô own 

centennial, we have been researching some of our early history.  In 1914, 

the Peoria Embroidery Club was formed.  By 1917, it became the Peoria 

Womanôs Civic Club, and in 1918 it became a part of GFWC-Arizona.  

Members sought, and were given, the donation of a piece of land.  Then, 

six members each borrowed $100 from their husbands for building 

materials, and in April 1919, the clubhouse was finished and the 

cornerstone was laid.  The club women held dinners, ice cream socials, 

plays, sales of eggs and produce (many were farmerôs wives) and showed 

movies in the clubhouse.  They were able to pay off a $100 note every 

three months.  As you can see, fund-raising is an important part of 

belonging to a club! 

 

So, what do we do now to raise money?  The Club is having a Winter Gift 

Basket Raffle.  Eleven baskets, with a variety of themes, were put 

together.  Tickets have been sold at our District Fall Conference, an area 

Craft Expo, and will be sold at the Old Town Peoria Holiday Festival.  The 

drawing will be held at our December 6
th
 Club Meeting.  

 

Baskets are being made up by Alicia Rodriguez, Marilyn Hunter, Cruz 

Mireles, and Jan Durby.  Some of the finished baskets are displayed by 

Jan and Cruz.  Shirley Lawrenson, President 

 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

GFWC Paradise Valley Juniors   

Pillows Cases for First Night Kidz Kits 
 
GFWC Paradise Valley Junior Womanôs Club ñsweat 

shopò is open again sewing pillowcases.  The 

pillowcases will hold needed items for children who are 

sent to foster homes many times with only the clothes 

they are wearing.  The First Night Kidz Kits will be 

donated to CPS containing hygiene items and/or I.e. 

blankets, diapers, wipes, shampoo, washcloth, 

toothbrush, toothpaste, 1 outfit, formula, books, coloring 

books, stuffed animal, etc. 

mailto:fwcreserve@gmail.com
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GFWC Kachina Womanôs Club 

Serving, Walking and Volunteering in the Community 
 
Sunday, October 23rd found several of the Kachinas in Wickenburg walking for breast cancer with the Morristown 

Woman's Club in the town's annual charity walk.  It was a beautiful day for fellowship with another GFWC-AZ club.   

  

On Sunday, November 6, 2011, 9 members of the KWC volunteered at Andre House. When you volunteer for the 

soup line you prep the food, serve the clients & then clean the dining hall when dinner is over.  André House is a 

ministry to the homeless and poor populations of the Phoenix area (11th Avenue & Jackson area). They provide a 

nutritious dinner 6 nights a week from 5:30 to 6:30 pm. They also have a clothes closet, blanket & sleeping bag 

distribution & lockers & showers available.  Just google Andre House for information on how to donate or 

volunteer.  This is our second time at Andre House and it is a very fulfilling & worthwhile volunteer activity.   

  

On Friday, December 30, 2011, Kachina Woman's Club will be volunteering at St. Mary's Food Bank. 

  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 31, 2012 for the Kachina Woman's Club Bunco fundraiser.  More information 

to follow.  Lisa Hall, President 

 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

GFWC Paradise Valley  Womanôs Club 

Volunteering in the Schools - Fundraising for Local Charities 
 
GFWC Paradise Valley Womanôs Club members assisted the staff at Arrowhead Elementary with two days of hearing 

and sight testing.  Members participated in a Silent Auction Fundraiser held at the home of member Wanda Phillips.  

$900 was raised for the Go4TheGoal Foundation, which helps children affected by cancer to achieve their goals.  The 

Holiday Gift Wrap Booth at Paradise Mall has opened for its 33
rd

 year! 
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GFWC White Mountain Womanôs Club 
 
 

The GFWC-AZ White Mountain Womanôs Club is always busy and our over 160 members volunteer many hours to 

raise the dollars to give to the local charities and school scholarships.  Many in the White Mountain community only 

donate to the White Mountain Womanôs Club because they know exactly where the money is going to and since 

there are no administrative overhead costs, all of the donated funds is used to help the White Mountain 

Community.   

 

In addition, members volunteer hours directly to the local charities.   We have one such volunteer opportunity on 

December 10,  coming up called ñClothe a Childò.  The schools receive information from the students and families 

of children who need clothing ï up here it is warm jackets, boots, mittens, heavy shirts, sweaters, and 

pants.  Children grow quickly and it is sometimes difficult to properly clothe children, buy gas, groceries, and 

clothing items too.  This organization raises money all year long and on December 10, 150 to 200 children are 

provided an opportunity to spend $100 per child at Kmart.   Kmart participates by reducing the prices as their 

contribution so that the $100 goes a long way.  Members of the White Mountain Womanôs Club come at 6:00 am 

and a volunteer will be assigned to each child to help them shop for the items they need.  This is so heartwarming 

and  wonderful experience we donôt have a problem getting volunteers from our membership to rise early and 

spend a couple hours to make a child smile.   

                   Article by Sherri Beardsley 

 
 
 
 

News From  

Southeastern 

 District 

 

Pam Sesate 

District President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GFWC-AZ Southeastern District Fall Conference 

October 1 at GFWC Safford Womanôs Club, Safford, AZ 

Conference Theme:  ñShow the True Color of Your Heart 

 

Pat Kennedy, GFWC-AZ State President spoke to the attendees about upcoming GFWC-AZ events.  Guest speaker 
Debbie Grieder shared with members on to put their Club Histories together.  Marianne Rowley spoke on the topic of 
report writing and attendees participated in a report writing activity.  The Done-in-a-Day project was a request ñShare 

Warmth Collectionò warm articles of clothing and blankets for the homeless.  A get-to-know activity involved a 
mixer using M&Ms to tell a little of themselves and it showed how we all share the same ideas and needs.  It 
was very enjoyable by all.  The meeting fundraiser raised $400.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñClothe a Childò supports 150 to 200 children in December 
 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

District Dues are $2 per member: Due January 1 and delinquent January 15 

     Send to: Oleane Favela, Treasurer, Southeastern District 
                        

 

District Reports are Due February 1  
Send to:  
 Becky Johnson 
GFWC-AZ Southeastern Dist. 2

nd
 VP 
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News From  

Northern District 
 

Jeni OôCallaghan 

District President 
 

GFWC The Monday Club, Inc.  
 

Club Members Maintain Two Graves Sites at Citizens Cemetery 
                                                                                       by Anne M. Lack 

 

GFWC The Monday Club, Inc. was  represented at the 2011 Annual Memorial Day service of commemoration held 
at the Citizensô Cemetery in Prescott. 
 
The setting was appropriate, historically, since it was fashioned after services held years ago.  
 
The cemetery dates back to June 1864 with the burial, on public land, of Colorado Legislator Joel Woods who was a 
victim of a shooting accident while hunting in the area.  The obituary stated that the Hon. Mr. Woods was buried ñon 
a beautiful ground just east of the town which will be reserved for a public cemetery.ò 
 
The United States deeded the land to Virginia Koch in 1876, and in 1884, the Citizens Cemetery was sold to 
Yavapai County. 
 
In August 1994, Citizens Cemetery was listed in the National Register of Historic Places and later included in the 
Prescott Armory Historic Preservation District. 
 
The cemetery has more than 2,500 known (and many unknown) pioneers interred on the 6.5 acresépopulated with 
a wide spectrum of individuals (miners, ranchers, merchants, soldiers, and pioneer wives and children) who settled 
and developed central and northern Arizona.  Burial continued until 1933.  The very young share their final rest with 
the very old, the wealthy with the poor and the bad with the good.  Each person interred contributed to the founding 
and growth of the area.  Their stories provide the history of Yavapai County. 
 
GFWC The Monday Club, Inc., maintains two grave sites at the Citizens Cemetery and participates in the annual 
Memorial Day service of commemoration, along with many other organizations which date back to pioneer days.  
Members march in the processional while a short history is being recited. 
 
Pictured is Barbara Thomasson, at one of the two sites maintained by the Club, while Joan Reed looks on. 

 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

District Reports are Due February 1  
Send to:  Joan McFarland 
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News From  
Southern District 
 

Doris Berry 

District President 
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GFWC-AZ Southern District Fall Conference  

October 8 at Ethel Berger Center 

 
Sierra Vista Girl Scouts and Brownies presented the colors, gave the Pledge 
Of Allegiance, girls scout pledge and sang ñGod Bless America.ò  This was 
their first attempt at this ritual and they did a very good job. Bag raffle, Each 
Club donated a  bag of various items for a bag raffle.  The conference held a 
fifty-fifty and silent auction fundraiser. Nogales, Sierra Vista and ESO sold 
fundraising items.  Many announcements were made of upcoming events of 
Clubs in the Southern District. 
 
Our Speakers included Penny Peterson, 1

st
 Vice President, topic:  ñMaking 

Reporting Easyò and Pat Kennedy, President GFWC-AZ, Delegates were 
presented with a membership skit and participated in making a membership 
poster.  The Done-in-a-Day Project was collecting school supplies for three 
local Sierra Vista Schools. 
 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

District Dues are $2 per member:  Due December 1 and delinquent December 31 
                        Send to: Marilyn A. Seibold, Treasurer, Southern District 
   

 

District Reports are Due February 1  
Send to:  Midge Trupp 
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GFWC Tucson Womanôs Club 

Very Successful Member Drive 

and Market Place Fundraiser 
 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

GFWC Monday Club, Inc 

 
WARM & DRY BEDS IN EVERY KENNEL 

  
In the latest issue of the "Critter Chatter"  from the Yavapai Humane Society was an article on Kuranda 

beds.  These beds are specially made for shelters to keep the homeless animals off the cold, hard 

concrete floors.  To check out these beds, go into the Internet and type in "Kuranda beds".  They 

cost about $62.00 each. 

  

If a person had the material and the tools, wouldn't this be an excellent project for a club...and it would 

be reported under "Conservation". 

 
 

FUNDRAISER - JEWELRY SALE 
  
Need a good fundraiser??  Try a "Jewelry Sale" right 

before the holidays!!  GFWC The Monday Club, Inc., 

held a sale at the October meeting.  Two local ladies 

filled three conference tables with jewelry... something 

for everyone. 

 

WORLD FOOD DAY 

  

In celebration of World Food Day, October 16, GFWC 

The Monday Club, Inc., donated non-perishable food 

to the local Food Bank. 
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New s From  

Southwestern 

District 

 

Jane Keaton 

District President 

District Dues are $2 per member- Due On or Before December 31  
  Send to:  Charlotte Van Nierop, Treasurer, Southwestern District 

          

 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

GFWC-AZ Southwestern District Fall Conference  

October 15  at  Lake Havasu City hosted by GFWC London Bridge Womenôs Club 

 
Our theme was ñWOMEN IN HARVEST TIMEò.  All the tables were decorated with fall colors as well as lots of 
vegetables.  Each guest received a usable gift of purse size ouch with pen, table and sweet treats inside.  All places 
settings had a fall gift bag with cookies and chocolate inside.  Attendees enjoyed a lunch of lasagna and rosemary 
breads with green salads.  Special dessert was pineapple orange cake made by Darlene Davidson. 
 
District President Jane Keaton welcomed GFWC-AZ President Elect Dawn Meracle from Benson, AZ.  She was 
absolute the most informative speaker on GFWC-AZ state rules and many other issues we have as a Federation.  She 
said she is looking forwards as president next year for the next invitation to Southwestern District.  She gained many 
new friends through this conference.  Everyone enjoyed her immensely. 
 
We hope you enjoy the pictures of members from all 4 clubs.  Our raffle and other sales earned over $400.   GFWC 
member Bonnie Houghland of 49 years has a special table for the state piano fund.  This is a very important 
PROJECT to have completed for our state house. 
 
Arlene Fisher out did herself on selling 50/25/25 tickets.  Carol Jacobsen and Tammy Nilsen always had a great 
inviting smile while taking your money for the raffles.  They did a super job while having fun!!  Linda Marsman and 
Verna Jean Wissel had a welcoming smile for you at the registration table.  They gave everyone the feeling of this is 
going to be super fun day. 

 Article by Shirlee A. Lower, President GFWC London Bridge Womanôs Club 

 

Jane Keaton, District 
President (top left) 
 
Shirlee Lower and Pat 
Pisarski (left) 

Carol Jacobsen selling Raffle Tickets 
sales 

Introduction of Dawn Meracle 
(right) 
 
Tammy Nilsen - Table Raffle 

District Reports are Due February 1  
 
Send to:  Julie Crutchfield 
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GFWC VI-SA-WEN WOMENôS CLUB NEWS FOR OCTOBER 

Cooking, Baking, Quilting and Float Building are talents of VI-SA-WEN Members 
Some of our members are starting to come back to sunny weather after being in very wet climates all too long, so they 

tell me.  We are happy to have them return. A new member, Nancy Beard, has joined us and brings many talents 

including her beautiful hand quilting.  Welcome Nancy. 

 

We baked our pies, decorated our float, and readied ourselves for Dick Wick Hall day on Oct. 22
nd

. Thanks to all of 

you who bought pies and came out to enjoy the parade, food, and music. We appreciate your support and will put the 

profits to good use in our community.  We were delighted to win first place for best float ; received an awesome plaque 

and second place ribbon for best theme. They will be displayed  in our Club House on Ave C.  Therefore, when you 

stop by to visit or to buy a quilt or RADA Cutlery be sure to see our awards. For those of you who were unable to 

attend the parade, VI-SA-WENôs float was a depiction of Betsy Ross sewing on ñherò flag, which was adopted as the 

US official American Flag in 1777 by George Washington.  We had fun doing the float and are extra proud of our 

rewards for our effort. Our thanks goes to the Lionôs Club and everyone who helped to make this Founderôs Day a 

huge success. 

 

Next for us will be our annual Bazaar on Nov. 19, starting at 9am at our Club House where we will sell handmade 

items and home baked goodies. We will also have our king size, hand quilted, ñButterflyò, quilt at this event and some 

luck person will win it on that day. So contact a member or call me if you want to purchase tickets. They sell for 6/$5 or 

$1 each. Iôve mentioned before that proceeds go to our community but most of you do not know all of the donations 

that we made. Last year we donated to all three schools for them to buy books for their libraries, Lionôs Club to help 

get glasses for children at no cost to the parents, angel tree, food bank, Chamber Halloween & Fourth of July 

celebration, Four H club, Historical Society, Earth Day (we planted a tree at the Centennial Golf Course), Dick Wick 

Hall, Lionôs Club Christmas Basket, Salvation Army, and the Centennial Community Center. General Federation of 

Womenôs Clubs is a service club and it makes us feel good to be members who can contribute to our community. 

 

Each meeting we start by repeating the COLLECT, which starts by saying, ñKeep us, oh God, from pettiness; Let us 

be large in thought, in word, in deed.ò I hope that we as members of VI-SA-WEN and this wonderful community  are 

living up to this creed. Elizabeth Bryan, President,  

 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

GFWC Parker. GFWC Quartzsite, GFWC London Bridge and GFWC VISAWEN members attended. 

Attendees had the opportunity to donate to the Piano Fund and purchase raffle tickets. 
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GFWC ARTS CSP 

ARTS PATNERSHIP-THE AMERICAN MURAL 
PROJECT 

We have again added to the American Mural Project this 
time we sent 91 watches, Peoria-West Valley Womanôs 
Club (42), Florence Womanôs Club (45), Sierra Vista 
Womanôs Club (3) and Patagonia Womanôs Club (1) all 
we recently mailed.  I have been told this project will 
continue for another two years.  We send our watches 
with names and a dollar in memory of a person or for a 
person for this project.  The watches will then be placed 
in a mural, GFWC.org, will give you complete information 
or go directly to the website American Mural Project and 
you can see what is happening. 

Doris Berry, GFWC-AZ ARTS Chairman 

GFWC Club Management Guides 

The following GFWC Club Management Guides are 
available online at:  www.GFWC.org/Home>Member 
Center>Club Manual. 

¶ Parliamentary Procedure (updated January 31, 2011) 

¶ Protocol (updated February 17, 2011) 
o Invite Confirmation and Guest Information form   

¶ GFWC Meeting Planning Guide (updated April 13, 
2011) 

¶ Club Leadership Responsibilities (updated November 
15, 2011) 

¶ Making Successful Appointments (updated November 
15, 2011) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 GFWC- AZ FUNdraising  
Leslie Brown & Laure Mrazek, Co - chairman  

  J ingly 
  E legant 
  W onderful 
  E xquisite 
  L ovely 
  R adiant 

     Could be Y OURS! 

Reminder:  FASHION JEWELRY Fundraiser 
We are asking Arizona Clubwomen to consider donating your old, 
unworn, forgotten jewelry to our next GFWC-AZ fundraiser!  Pat 
Kennedy, GFWC-AZ President, will collect your generous 
donations when she attends your Districtôs Spring Convention in 
March. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

Reporting Clarification  
 
Canine Companions vs. Humane Society: 

Report  "Canine Companions for Independence" 
under Home Life Partnership.  Projects with "The 
Humane Society of the United States" is under 
Conservation. 
 
Dollars Raised: 

Any monetary expenditure taken from the club 
account is considered as ñDollars 
Raised/Donatedò.  This may be a direct donation 
to a charity or the money is used to make a 
purchase that is donated. 
 
Foods Banks vs. World Food Day 

Donations to local food banks are reported under 
Home Life where a clubôs participation in World 
Food Day is reported under International 
Outreach. 
 
Fundraising Report 

The activity or project to raised funds is reported 
under the Fundraising Report.  The expenditure 
of the funds raised is reported in the appropriate 
community service programs/advancement 
areas/special projects 
 
Junior Special Project - Childrenôs Advocate 

All clubs, whether it is a general or junior club, 
may report in this area if the program/project 
supports children. 
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GFWC LEADS 2012 
 

Leadership Education And Development Seminar 
 

The GFWC LEADS program is intended to identify GFWC members at the club level who have the potential and the 
desire to assume leadership positions in GFWC beyond their club.  Participation in GFWC LEADS can help to 
provide these members with the capabilities, confidence and commitment to pursue and achieve higher office and 
serve with distinction. 

¶ The LEADS program is held annually in conjunction with the GFWC International Convention.  It is a full day 
of activities, and includes breakfast and lunch. 

¶ One attendee from each state federation will participate in LEADS. 

¶ GFWC will cover a portion of the attendeesô expenses, including: 
  ƺ  Round-trip travel to and from the GFWC Convention city*(Milwaukee, Wisconsin) 
  ƺ  One-half of hotel room charge for two nights at official Convention hotel* 
  ƺ  Breakfast and lunch during the LEADS program 
  ƺ  Discounted Convention meal charges 

¶ GFWC-Arizona underwrites a portion of attendeeôs expenses 

¶ LEADS attendees will be asked to be responsible for a portion of their expenses as an affirmation of their 
personal commitment. 

 

LEADS MAY INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING: 
¶ Presentations by outside speakers on conflict resolution, mediation, public speaking skills, time management, 

parliamentary procedure 

¶ Explanation of GFWC resources, materials and assistance 

¶ Discussions on GFWC policies, procedures and parliamentary law 

¶ Tips and techniques for pursuing leadership opportunities 
 

CRITERIA FOR PARTICIPATION IN LEADS: 
It is recommended that each state candidate for LEADS; 

¶ Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club level as active club president, club officer or club 
project/committee chairman 

¶ Exhibits a commitment to Federation 

¶ Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission of community service, illustrated by programs/projects in 
which she is/has been involved 

¶ Demonstrates leadership skills, including but not limited to the following (to be described in narrative form 
included in the two letters of support):  organized, responsible, trustworthy, enthusiastic, flexible 

¶ Exhibits an interest and willingness to pursue higher leadership positions in Federation 

¶ Agrees to share information gained from participation in LEADS with others in the state (possibly by conducting a 
ñmini-LEADSò program) 

¶ Understands and accepts potential expenses involved in participation; LEADS participant is responsible for making 
her own travel arrangements 

¶ Has not held elected positions at or beyond the state level 

¶ Has not attended a previous LEADS program (members are eligible to attend only once) 

 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION:    
February 15, 2012 (Not postmarked but date to be in hands of the chairman) 
 

Note:  The LEADS application is located on the last page of this newsletter. 

 

Bobbi Caley 
GFWC-AZ Leadership Chairman 
 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 
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R + R + R + R =  "STILL AROUND"  

 
Over the past months we have talked about the 4 R's of MEMBERSHIP - Recruit, Retain, Renew and Rebuild. Each one 
is as important as the next one. All GFWC - AZ. clubwomen know the importance of creating Membership opportunities 
with everyone they encounter - on an airplane, receptionist at the dentist office, new neighbor, etc. Whe n friends ask 
why YOU joined your local club, most likely you are quite willing to "talk their ear off" with all the reasons you became a 
member. I began my Federation career in Wisconsin in the 70's and 80's. Attending the recent GFWC convention in 
Milwaukee was a "no-brainer" as the kids say. I eagerly looked forward to greeting dear friends of many years. It is 
always a warm and cordial greeting we exchange. However this year, I saw ladies I hadn't seen since moving to 
Arizona. More than one said, "It's good to see you are still around." Then  added, "You look so well - you haven't 
changed a bit." 
 

Now we know each year nature takes its toll with gravity assisting in the sagging process. We see ourselves as having 

to accept the B's over the many years: Bridges, Bifocals, Bunions and Bulges! So when I hear, "You haven't changed a 

bit", I begin to wonder if I can return the expensive wrinkle cream sitting on my dresser!   When my mind rallies from 

the kind words of my friends I take a moment to reflect why it is I am "STILL AROUND." At that point, I begin to add 

up, using my fingers (aware of my mathematical limitations) the reasons - and there are many. 

 

1.  Concentrated effort brings remarkable results.  Think your club CIC project, CSP initiatives, fund raising 

events. 

2.  It is a privilege to belong to an organization that has the power and influence to mold opinions of 

legislators. 

3.   All members are empowered to offer their ideas and opinions. 

4.  Friendships are developed that last throughout the years. 

5.   It develops leadership. 

6.   It offers an opportunity to make your community BETTER through  

      Federation projects and programs. 

7.   It gives an opportunity to show that talents and ideas may be shared  

      and gives women the chance to profit from the experience of others.  

 

Successful GFWC clubs do not "just" happen. Understanding what motivates women to join and stay in our clubs is vital. 

Recruitment starts when a club understands what attracts members to join and then develops appropriate  campaigns. 

Retaining by motivating members to act is the next challenge, but  the rewards are significant.  Motivated members 

join in club activities to produce great results. Motivated members tend to remain with the Federation for longer periods 

of time.  Be a cheerleader for your new members. Recognize their efforts. Allow them to tell their own personal stories. 

Keep in touch with all your members - newsletters, phone calls, emails or even postal mail. A club that responds to the 

wishes of its members has a greater chance of having motivated members, which results in greater productivity and 

more success!  

 

Whether you have been a member in only Arizona or have been part of  a GFWC Federation in another state, there is 

nothing like greeting friends at your  local club meeting, Fall and Spring district meetings or the GFWC-AZ state 

convention. When you give that friend a hug,  make sure you tell them you are delighted they are "STILL AROUND." 

 

Happy Holidays and Blessings to all. 

 

Celene Post 

GFWC-AZ 2nd Vice President 

  

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 
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WHRC News 
 

Great Arizona Club History Project 

Thank you to the clubs that are working on their club 

histories.  Arizonaôs state centennial celebration is just 

around the corner in 2012.  It would be wonderful to have 

our GFWC clubs have 100% participation in writing or 

updating their history for this project.  Some details and 

deadlines: 

¶ All club history information that the Arizona WHRC 
Chairman has on file will be sent to the GFWC 
WHRC by December 31, 2011. 

¶ Clubs can provide updates at any time to add to this 
information. 

¶ More than one club history from each club is 
welcome.  If your club has a history that spans from 
1966 to 1989, then just write an update that takes 
your club history from 1989 to the present. 

¶ Pictures are welcome and tell a wonderful story of 
your clubôs work.  They can be attached to your club 
record at the WHRC. 

¶ Include special projects that your club has 
participated in.  You do not have to record 
everything! 

¶ Have fun writing it!  Share the memories! 
New histories recently added to the WHRC include 

GFWC Chili Peppers and GFWC Glendale Junior WC! 

 

 

 

GFWC Headquarters 

Damaged in Earthquake 

 
Our national headquarters building in Washington, D.C. 

was damaged in the earthquake that hit the East Coast 

several months ago.  It was the first earthquake in 100 

years.  All the fireplaces were cracked and need repair.  

None of the repairs are covered by insurance, as 

earthquake insurance was not part of the buildings policy. 

The initial estimate of the cost to repair the damage is 

$130,000.  If your club or club members would like to 

donate to the repair of our historic building, please send 

checks made out to ñGFWCò with a memo attached that 

the money is to be used for the ñHeadquarters 

Earthquake Repair Fundò.  Mail donations directly to 

GFWC, c/o WHRC, 1734 N Street, NW, Washington, DC 

20036.   

 

 

 
 

ESO Presentation to University 

of Arizona 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Melinda Valenzula and Barbara Rossi 

LeMoine,  The University of Arizona ESO 

Representatives, receiving the GFWC ESO 

certificate presented to Arizona at the International 

Convention in June. The AZ ESO Chairman , Ginnie 

Thomas, is making the presentation. 

 

Step Away from Abuse  GFWC 

Sock Project 

Help domestic violence survivors 

ñStep Away From Abuseò by 

working with domestic violence 

shelters in your local community by 

participating in the GFWC Sock 

Project. Place a pair of new socks in a quart-size, clear 

plastic baggie. Affix a personalized label (see example 

below) with a message of support and encouragement 

from your club that reads, ñAs you begin your new life and 

Step Away from Abuse, we hope you will find comfort and 

warmth as you walk into your newly found freedom."  

You can find the template at www.gfwc.org under Jr. 
Special Project.  Recommended for use with Avery Name 
Badges 5395 (2.33 x 3.38 inches). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you begin your new life and 
 Step Away from Abuse, 

we hope you will find comfort  
and warmth as you walk into  

your newly found freedom. 

 
[GFWC Club Name] 

[GFWC Club Website] 
 
 
 

A project of the General Federation of Womenôs Clubs 

 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 



December 2011 - February 2012 | GFWC Arizona Clubwoman Newsletter 19 

 

 
 
 

GFWC International Outreach 

 
Hi all, 

This information was sent to me by Jayme Picard, 

International Outreach Chairman for GFWC Las Noches 

Womanôs Club and I thought it would be a great bit of 

information that all clubs could use to educate members.  

Thank you Jayme, 

 

 Val Deedler. 

GFWC-AZ International Outreach Chairman,  

 

 

From:  Jayme Picard,  

GFWC Las Noches WC International Outreach Chairman 

 

On 10 December 1948, the General Assembly adopted 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights ï a historic 

milestone in the evolution of our common understanding, 

and affirmation, of values we deem inviolable: that all 

human beings are born free and with equal and 

inalienable rights and fundamental freedoms! 

What are human rights?  

Human rights are rights inherent to all human beings, 

whatever our nationality, place of residence, sex, national 

or ethnic origin, color, religion, language, or any other 

status. We are all equally entitled to our human rights 

without discrimination. These rights are all interrelated, 

interdependent and indivisible.  

Universal human rights are often expressed and 

guaranteed by law, in the forms of treaties, customary 

international law, general principles and other sources of 

international law. International human rights law lays 

down obligations of Governments to act in certain ways or 

to refrain from certain acts, in order to promote and 

protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of 

individuals or groups.  

President and Chair of the 

Commission on Human Rights, 

Eleanor Roosevelt ( a member of 

a GFWC Club), looking at the 

Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights in Spanish. Credit: UN 

Photo 

 

 

 

 

GFWC Public Issues 

 

Anthem (AZ) Veterans Memorial  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 

Deirdre Hamill/The Arizona Republic 

The memorial honors the  men and women who put 

on a uniform and served from Pearl Harbor to 

Normandy, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Iraq, 

Afghanistan and countless other places supporting 

U.S. interests.   

 

Some funds for the project came from the purchase 

of pavers honoring those who served or the name 

of an organization or donor.  GFWC Arizona 

Executive Board approved $200 for the purchase of 

a paver to honor those who served to help to 

protect our rights and freedom and country. 
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CONTEST PRINCIPLES 

GFWCôs Community Improvement Program Award 

(formerly the Community Improvement Contest) aims to 

enhance the lives of GFWCôs neighbors around the world 

by meeting community specific needs, and elevating our 

clubsô status within those communities. The Community 

Improvement Program Award is the heart and soul of 

GFWC. The Community Improvement Program Award is 

our longest standing project. It provides a club with the 

opportunity to development the leadership skills of its 

members, increase membership, and promote community 

awareness of the clubôs activities. It aims to meet the 

needs of individual communities. The Community 

Improvement Program Award provides a vision for the 

future of the relationships between clubs and their 

communities. 

 

CONTEST RULES 

o The project book must not exceed seven pounds, nor 

measure more than 15 x 20 inches. 

o This project covers the period March 1, 2010, to  

February 28, 2012. 

 

GFWC AZ Community Improvement Chairman 

Mary Ann Peck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIPS FOR WINNING ENTRIES 

o Identify and define the community need.  
o Describe the process of choosing the project. 
o Describe how the club engaged community support. 
o Describe how the club financed the project and 

obtained media support. 
o Recount how the club overcame obstacles. 

o Provide a list of collaborating partners, including 
government agencies, other service groups, and 
professional organizations. 

o Describe the results and successes, and the clubôs 
continuing role in this project.  

o Explain the long-term effects of the project on the 
community.  

o Describe how the contest influence changes in the 
community, e.g., increased awareness, willingness 
to work together, etc. 

o Content is more important than appearance. 

 

STATE CONTEST RULES 

o   Rules are determined by your state federation. 

o Club entries must be sent to your stateôs GFWC 

Community Improvement Program Award 

chairmen, postmarked by March 10, 2012. 

 

  

Community Improvement Program Award 

 

  Reporting Writing Tips  
Does your narrative answer the following? 

o What was the project? 
o  How was it accomplished? 
o  Who benefited from the project? 
o  Where and when the project took place? 
o  Why did your club undertake this project? 

 

Does your narrative include the following? 

o Number of members participating? 
o Number of Volunteer hours? 

o Amount of monetary donation and/or in-kind donation? 

 GFWC Arizona Clubwoman 
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Sunday, September 25th, 2011 

Sierra Vista Womanᾷs Club to host 
GFWC-AZ Southern Womenᾷs Club 

The Sierra Vista Womanᾷs Club will host the GFWC-AZ Southern Womenᾷs Clubs on Oct. 8 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 
the Ethel Berger Center in Sierra Vista. Thirteen clubs will be represented at this event including Benson Womenᾷs 
Club; Benson Junior Womenᾷs Club; Bisbee Womenᾷs Club; ESO Fifth Wheels Womenᾷs Club; Huachuca Junior 
Womenᾷs Club; Mt. Lemmonᾷs Womenᾷs Club; Nogales Womenᾷs Club; Patagonia Womenᾷs Club, Tucson Womenᾷs 
Club and the Chilli Peppers made up of Southern District Past Presidents. 
 
The Chilli Peppers will kick off this event with their traditional breakfast at 8 a.m. at Dennyᾷs Restaurant. The Chilli 
Peppers always meet at a local establishment to support a local business on behalf of the host club. 
 
General registration, ñSweets with Coffeeò and club visitations begins at 9 a.m. at the Ethel Berger Center. Girl 
Scout Troop No. 146 will present the colors. Leah Davis SVWC President will present the ñWelcome to our City.ò 
Doris Berry, Southern District President will open the morning business session at 10 a.m. with the introduction of 
Pat Kennedy, GFWC-AZ State President and Penny Peterson, GFWC-AZ First Vice President. 
 
Kennedy as State President will bring greetings on behalf of GFWC- International and updates of coming events and 
activities, which support communities nationwide. Peterson will be the guest speaker for this event, which brings 
together women who volunteer their time, and labors of love for individual communities across the Southern parts of 
Arizona on a daily basis. Peterson will present a workshop on GFWC Annual Reporting. 
 
Lunch hosted by the Sierra Vista Womanᾷs Club, chaired by Michelle Constancia will include an array of delicious 
cuisines prepared by SVWC members and deserts by the Huachuca Junior Womenᾷs Club. The afternoon session 
will conclude with all those attending participating in a ñProject for the Day.ò 
 
The host club always has a ñProject for the Dayò in which all 13 clubs participate and support. This year, Sierra Vista 
Womanᾷs Club has chosen three local schools to be recipients of needed school supplies, hand sanitizers, 
disinfectant wipes, copy paper and a variety of classroom supplies. All who attend will contribute school supplies for 
the project. These items will then be boxed and presented to Carmichael, Town and Country and Village Meadows 
elementary schools. 
 
GFWC International has long been known for their support in building new libraries and purchasing books for 
libraries across the United States. The ESO Fifth Wheels Club made up of women who travel year round in motor 
homes are inviting all attendees to bring used and new books in support of their efforts which they donate to local 
libraries as they travel across Arizona. 
 
Sierra Vista Womanᾷs Club is honored to be the host for this event, which helps, bring needed business to the local 
area. They thank the Ethel Burger Center and all the staff for their aid in helping to sponsor this large gathering as 
well as Deneice Boden, Girl Scout Leader and Troop No. 146. President Leah Davis extends her appreciation to all 
members of the Sierra Vista Womanᾷs Club who give so generously of their time and money to make this event a 
success. 

 GFWC Arizona Clubs in the News  
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  Paradise Valley Woman's Clubs Answer Call to Serve 
Members stand ready to assist and provide variety of services 

by Connie Cone Sexton - Nov. 14, 2011 01:05 PM The Arizona Republic 

About seven years ago, Vicki Packman discovered just how many friends she had. It happened following an accident 
that left her with a broken vertebra after she was bucked off her horse. To the rescue? Members of the Paradise Valley 
Junior Woman's Club, a social and service club that meets in northeast Phoenix. Packman, who has been a member of 
the club for 13 years, had always enjoyed being part of the group, but knowing that her peers would come to her side 
was emotionally moving. "Club members drove me to doctor's appointments, they brought me food, they were 
wonderful," the Phoenix resident said. 

She has had her instinct about the benefit of joining a women's club confirmed time and again. "When I first visited the 
club and saw all that they did, I thought, 'Wow, this is for me.' I had been looking for a women's group for a long time 
and it was the one to join. And I've some really good friendships." 

The club has been around since 1977. A sister club - the Paradise Valley Woman's Club - came first and its members, 
nicknamed "the generals," are celebrating the club's 50th anniversary. The junior group has about 30 members; the 
generals, about 25. Membership in both groups has started to wane, dropping at least a dozen members over the past 
few years, but club leaders blame the economy and social networking. 

Packman and other members say getting to be face-to-face with those who share a common bond adds something 
special to your life. Both groups are part of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, said to be the largest and oldest 
non-denominational, international service organization of women in the world. 

The local PV junior club just finished a project collecting and distributing clothing and other supplies to homeless 
veterans in the Valley. Both the juniors and generals are preparing for a major annual event, operating a gift-wrapping 
booth near the court by Sears inside Paradise Valley Mall, 4568 E. Cactus Road. The groups will have a table at the 
mall during store hours Nov. 25 through Dec. 24. 

The junior group was intended for women younger than 45 and for those who worked. There used to be an age limit 
that you'd have to "graduate" to the generals, but the guideline was eventually dropped. Today, part of the difference 
between the groups is that the junior club meets at night and the generals, during the day. 

Phoenix resident Penny Peterson belongs to both. She joined the junior group in 1979 and the generals in 1994. Over 
the years, she has been president of both clubs. 

"It's been such a wonderful experience," she said. "We have friendships 
but we also do a lot of volunteer work and we have touched many 
people." They've helped many food banks, bought books for libraries, 
donated clothes and performed many other tasks to help the community, 
Peterson said. She loves the gift-wrap project, which raises money for 
the club's causes, and especially getting to see the excitement on a 
child's face having a present wrapped for a parent. 

Jo Cutaia, president of the generals, also enjoys the project. "We've 
wrapped some off things, over the years. Bird cages and grills. 
Diamonds, pearls, engagement rings. A commode." There is a lot of 
camaraderie during the task. And it's been the same with other club 
projects. Cutaia has been a club member for about 25 years. "I always 
thought this group was a way to give back and along the way, you build 
friendships."  

Yfat Yossifor/The Arizona Republic  
 
Karene Tucker, Eunice May, Betts 
Fillhouer and other volunteers sort 
clothes to be given to homeless 
veterans. The event was hosted by the 
Paradise Valley Junior Woman's Club. 
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Local Club Spearheads Holiday Drive 
Published: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 6:02 PM CST 

Dana Cole/San Pedro Valley News -Sun  
 
For more than 30 years now, Benson's less fortunate families have been receiving assistance during the holidays through a 
women's organization dedicated to community service. 
 
In October of every year, members of the local affiliate of the General Federation of Women's Clubs, or GFWC - AZ Benson 
Juniors, start gathering items for an annual Christmas Toy and Food Basket program that helps make the holiday season more 
enjoyable for struggling families. Through the program, families are provided the items needed for a holiday meal along with toys 
for children living in the home. 
 
"The Christmas Toy and Food Basket program has been led by our club for more than 30 years and is our biggest community 
service project," said Michelle Freeark, the Toy and Food Basket program coordinator. In 2010, food baskets were provided to 153 
families, with toys going to 224 children. While those numbers vary from year to year, Freeark expects they will be even higher this 
year, given the dismal economy. 
 
The program's success hinges on assistance from other organizations in the community, Freeark said. "All toys and monetary 
donations collected through the Benson Volunteer Fire Department's annual Christmas drives, along with the Corporal G. Salcido 
Marine Corp League Detachment No. 1204 are used for the GFWC project. In the past, the St. David Volunteer Fire Department, 
Curves, San Pedro Off Road Association, St. Raphael's Episcopal Church, TOPS and the Benson High School National Honor 
Society also have contributed to the effort as well." 
 
Families seeking assistance must complete an application through the Department of Economic Security (DES) office in Benson. 
Forms can be picked up at the DES office and returned to the agency for processing. The deadline for signing up for assistance is 
two days away, on Dec. 2.  In addition to families with children, people who do not have children but need assistance can sign up 
for holiday food items. In past years, civic groups, churches and members of the community have helped identify those who could 
use the extra assistance, but don't qualify through DES, Freeark said. 
 
Once the GFWC has the family's information, toys are sorted, assigned to each child in the home and gift wrapped. Food items for 
a complete holiday dinner also are packaged for the family. Volunteers will deliver the baskets to the families, unless they choose 
to pick them up.  In addition to toys for children, GFWC members are asking the community to help with donations of warm 
clothing, jackets, socks and underwear. "In recent years, we've found that the children who are served with gifts are in desperate 
need of warm clothing," said Donna Harrison who chairs the project's toy collection. "We are challenging the community to 'Stuff 
the Bus' on Saturday, Dec. 3, when the GFWC will have a school bus parked in front of Walmart from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m." All 
clothing will be distributed to the children on Dec. 23 at the time families receive the food baskets and toys. 
 
Topping the project's "want list" are developmental toys and games for infants and toddlers, as well as items for teenagers. Gift 
suggestions for teenagers include perfume and bath sets, movies, cologne sets, hat and scarf sets, gloves and watches.  The cost 
of food for the baskets hit $5,000 last year, and is expected to be at least that again this year, Freeark said. Monetary donations to 
support the food collection can be sent to PO Box 245, Benson, AZ 85602 or given to any GFWC-AZ Benson Juniors member.  
Donations come in other forms as well. For example, in past years such organizations as the Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary 
and local churches offer to sponsor families who need help, thereby shifting some of the responsibility from the GFWC. 
 
In addition, the Benson High School girls' basketball team and Coach Kim East have assisted with gift wrapping and have helped 
delivering baskets for a number of years. This year, during the annual Holiday Basketball Tournament on Dec. 9 and 10, the girls 
are requesting donations of turkeys or cash to help with the food baskets. 
 
Coordinating the distribution efforts, the GFWC-AZ Benson Juniors work closely with local Salvation Army Angel Tree Coordinator 
Dottie Kreps, as well as the Shop with a Cop Director Denise Celentano to avoid duplicating services. The coordinated effort 
allows a more even distribution of resources for the different families. 
 
"The community donations make it possible to continue these services despite the economic distress we currently find ourselves 
in," said Freeark. "We, and those we serve, deeply appreciate our community's generosity." 
 
GFWC was founded in 1890 and is an international women's civic group dedicated to community improvement by enhancing the 
lives of others through volunteer service, said Freeark. It is one of the world's largest and oldest nonpartisan, nondenominational 
women's volunteer service organizations. 
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GFWC South Central Region Fun! 
 
The South Central Region meeting was held in Oklahoma City on October 21-23, 2011, those women know how to 

make us happy.  South Central Region is Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. What a 

fantastic time to have time to network with Arizona members, hear their stories and learn new things. We spend one 

day sightseeing and the memorial is breathtaking, oneôs heart beats a bit faster and your eyes become glassed over 

while looking at the different chair sizes, large for adults and smaller ones for the children that died in the blast of 

the Muir Federal building. Oklahoma City is beautiful with renovations going on in all directions.  ñBricktownò is a 

revived area, a collection of restaurants and shops and even Harkins Theatre, our hometown theatre.  

 

We return to our hotel for a leadership class, an hour of learning neat ideas.  We received a tiara, to wear to dinner 

that evening, as a reward for learning some new leadership techniques. Our speaker was Ree Drummond, ñThe 

Pioneer Womanò spoke on learning to live on a ranch.  She took the opportunity to turn the lemons into lemonade 

by writing about her experiences on the ranch with photographs and also documenting her family history as well as 

producing a cookbook and soon a food show. 

 

International President Carlene Garner presented GFWC Myths and Legends, and The Value of Your Federation 

and Belonging to GFWC.  She was ready to speak to all attendees and greeted all of us. 

Mary Ellen Laister, President Elect of Arizona gave us a view of the 2012-2014 Administration, which of course will 

be her goals for our future, and a what great future it will be with her at the helm. We all had a chance to talk for a 

few minutes with her and hear of her extensive travel experiences, which at times were quite funny.  We are all so 

proud of her accomplishments and hopefully a lot of us will travel to Charlotte, NC for her installation June 17, 2012. 

 

Pat Kennedy, Pat Pisarski, Debbie Grieder, Bobbi Caley and Dawn Meracle all participated in speaking of our state 

and activities, each of them did an excellent job, we were all proud of you.  

 

Nancy Robinson Masters, author, pilot and just an enjoyable lady gave us ñHow to Turn Your Downs into Ups and 

Takeoffò, a lesson in valuable team work that is reminder to all of us to work together as a team working on the 

same goals, ñdedicated to community improvement by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer serviceò.  

 

The conference was fun and I will be ready to attend the next one in Austin for sure. 

 
Doris Berry, GFWC-AZ Southern District President 

 

 GFWC South Central Region Report 


